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first time his memory showed any symptoms of decay, and a sympathetic audience were ready to accept a substitute through the rest of the performance. In a few days he was sufficiently recovered, and the indomitable old actor was again delighting the public in his favourite parts. He always seemed to enjoy acting in his native city, and some of his most hopeful years were passed in Dublin, playing to audiences of his own countrymen. At one time he had intended to live in retirement there; and as early as 1771 he writes to his son, "About the latter end of this month I shall remove my goods to Dublin, where I intend to settle for the remainder of my life; nor shall I in all probability return even as a visitor to England for some years, if ever." These hopes were, as we know, not to be realized. Necessity compelled him to return to England, and he was never more than a sojourner in his native city of Dublin.